(1}

USP 2020 wem =

CHAPTER

lanning 2020 WUrban Studies and Planning 2020

Urban Studies and Planning 2020 Urban Studies and Planning 2020



MALLMI

FOR NATORS



GUIDING CRITERIA

/

The current planning sys-
tem is not meeting the cri-
teria for a sustainable
development of our cities
therefore we will challenge
this through introducing a
new plot allocation system
with fixed land prices. In
defining set criteria and a
point system for creative,
playful and sustainable
(economic, social and eco-
logical) projects, we hope
to create a green liveable,
affordable and connected
new subcentre for Malmi.
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1. INTRODUCTION

As urban planners, we believe that we have an obligation
to address global-local sustainability challenges through
considering the intertwined links between economic, so-
cial and ecological components (McCormick et al, 2013).
However, we do not believe that many of these challenges
can be appropriately understood, nor can transformative
(or even radical) alternatives be generated, if we are work-
ing within the current corporatized planning system.
Thus, we take as our starting point the current state of
planning in Finland, particularly in Helsinki, and we pro-
vide an alternative approach. This approach re-defines the
notion of ‘value’ through basing plot allocation on certain
sustainable criteria/values rather than just the exchange
value of the land on the speculative real estate market. We
intend to show that the current way that things are is not
the way that they need to be.

Malmi airport has been a hot topic in Finnish urban
planning for the past few years. The airfield is currently
used for light airplanes while the surrounding area is used
for recreational purposes by local residents. Urbanization
creates a lot of pressure in Helsinki to build more housing
for its increasing population. Malmi airport is one of the
areas that the city of Helsinki wants to develop to help
the housing shortage.

Malmi airport is located in north-eastern Helsinki

about 10 kilometers away from the city centre. It was
built in the 1930’ to the outskirts of the city to serve
as the Helsinki main airport (Finnish Heritage Agency,
2009). Since then, Helsinki has grown three-fold, and the
city structure has become denser around the airport area.
There is great interest from the city to use the airport
area for a new housing development for up to 25 000 res-
idents, but the project has faced a lot of resistance (City
of Helsinki, 2019a) which has led to pressure to increase
the housing density within Helsinki. The airport termi-
nal building is protected and the airfield area is a cultural
heritage site (City of Helsinki, 2019b). Flight traffic will
cease in Malmi at the end of 2019 but part of the local
residents’ wish is for Malmi airfield to stay as an unbuilt
area to be used for recreational purposes (Malmi Airport,
2019; Tuomisto, J., 2019). Furthermore, Malmi is one of
the areas in Helsinki which contains the least green spac-
es for common use and recreation (Vierikko et al., 2014).

We started with a research-based planning approach
and looked into policies in Helsinki and how they have
changed over the past decades. These include making
public transport a more viable option for people through
public space design and land use while securing the eco-
nomic prospects of transportation, demonstrating how
ecological knowledge can be used to plan for ecosystem
services and connectivity on a landscape level. We wanted
to see if it would be possible to combine the three pillars
of sustainability (social, environmental and economic)
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Figure 1. Process in creating a sustainable Malmi.









































































































































































































